
7Ensure Environmental
Sustainability

Reversing the loss of environmental resources, including forests, biological diver-
sity and the earth’s ozone layer, are among the targets for Goal 7, along with 
provision of safe water, adequate sanitation and decent, affordable housing for 
the world’s poor.

Forest resources play a role in poverty reduction and food 
security. Tens of millions of people, mainly in rural areas, depend 
on forests as a major source of subsistence and cash income, 
while hundreds of millions of people depend on forests to 
supplement their livelihoods. This presents both problems and 
opportunities. On the one hand, poverty can lead to overutiliza-
tion and degradation of forest resources. On the other hand, the 
very reliance of people on forest resources may encourage 
sustainable forest management that could contribute to 
improved livelihoods for many. 

The proportion of forested area in a country provides an indica-
tion of the relative importance of the forest to the society. Of 
particular concern is South-Eastern Asia, where the proportion 
of land area covered by forest declined from 56% to 47% 
between 1990 and 2005. A similar trend occurred in Oceania 
with a decline from 68% to 63% during the same period. 
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Proportion of land area covered by forests, 1990 and 
2005 (percentage)

Access to safe drinking water is a basic need that has not been met for 
many people.

Target 9: Integrate the principles of sustainable 
development into country policies and 
programmes and reverse the loss of environmen-
tal resources
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Eastern Asia on the contrary has already reversed the loss of 
forest with an increase from 17% to 20% of its land area covered 
by forest. Southern Asia as a whole has displayed no improve-
ment, with 14% of its land area covered by forest since 1990. 

In Southern Asia, Bhutan and India have succeeded in increas-
ing the proportion of land area covered by forest since 1990. Of 
particular concern are Sri Lanka and Nepal where the propor-
tion of land area covered by forest has decreased from 36.4% to 
29.9% and from 33.7% to 25.4% respectively, between 1990 and 
2005.

Target 10: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of 
people without sustainable access to safe drink-
ing water and basic sanitation

In 2002, 83% of the world’s population used improved drinking 
water sources, up from an estimated 77% in 1990. This put the 
world on track to halve the proportion of people without 
improved drinking water. Growing populations pose a challenge 
however, and wide disparities among countries and between 
rural and urban areas persist. The sub-region with the greatest 
progress in the world was Southern Asia where coverage 
increased from 71% to 84% between 1990 and 2002, with most 
of the increase attributable to India. In Eastern Asia, coverage 
increased in rural areas, but decreased in urban areas. The 
lowest coverage was in Oceania, with only 52% of the popula-
tion using improved drinking water sources.

Improved water and sanitation reduce child mortality, and better drainage reduces malaria. It also reduces the risk 
of disaster from floods. Managing and protecting the environment thus contributes to reaching the other Millen-
nium Development Goals. Fortunately, good policies and economic growth, which work to improve people's lives, 
can also work to improve the environment.

Source: United Nations, The Millennium Development Goals Report 2006 (United 
Nations publication, Sales no. E.06.I.18).




